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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 54 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 54, Line 2, it discloses "the external apparatus a computer 

connected..." It should be changed to -the external apparatus is a computer 

connected...- Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 40-44, ^ 50-54, £#Sind 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Spurr ('356). 

Regarding claim 40, Spurr ('356) discloses a software distributing system (See 

Figure 8) for distributing control software used by an image forming apparatus to an 

external apparatus, which is an information processing apparatus connected with the 

image forming apparatus, over a network (printer is connected to an intermediary 

networked server, See Figure 8; Col. 17, Line 35-38). This includes a receiving unit 

(embodied within host computer, See Figure 8, Element 280) for receiving production lot 

information of a consumable unit (image processing information of a consumable unit, 

such as paper, laminate material, etc., See Col. 17, Line 28-30) that is stored in a 

memory of the consumable unit (stored within the identifier of the consumable unit, See 
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Figure 4; Col. 10, Line 4-6), such that the consumable unit is detachably located in the 
image forming apparatus (paper, laminate material, etc. are detachably located and 
used within the printer, See Figure 4) and the production lot information is output by the 
external apparatus (the image processing information is output by the networked server 
and sent to the host computer, See Figure 8; Col. 17, Line 62-Col. 18, Line 2), a 
controller unit (embodied within the host computer, See Figure 8, Element 280) 
configured to distribute processing information, based on the production lot information 
to the external apparatus through the network (based on the identifier information, the 
host computer returns processing information to the printer through the external 
apparatus, See Figure 8; Col. 18, Line 2-5). 

Spurr ('356) does not fully disclose distributing control software to the external 
apparatus, but it would have been obvious to do so. The reason is that the information 
sent to the host computer relates to using a specific consumable unit, such as paper, 
laminate material, etc (See Col. 17, Line 28-33). In return, the image processing 
information sent from the host computer is acquired by the networked server, stored as 
a file in it, and eventually transferred to the control logic processor (See Figure 8, 
Element 130) of the printer. This information is used to modify the processing variables 
used in operation of the printer (See Col. 18, Line 33-39). Thus, it would have been 
obvious that the image processing information is control software so that the printer is 
able to process print jobs for each consumable unit properly. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention by the applicant to include control software and incorporate it into the software 
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distributing system of Spurr ('356) because it allows the server to properly receive the 
production lot information so that it is able to distribute the correct software related to 
the consumable unit of the printer. 

Regarding claim 41, Spurr ('356) discloses the production lot information includes 
lots of parts respective parts that make up the consumable unit (See Col. 14-16, Table 
2-5). The controller unit then decides the appropriate image formation control software 
based on the consumable unit information and is configured to distribute the software 
decided upon (See Col. 18, Line 2-5; Line 33-39). 

Regarding claim 42, Spurr ('356) discloses the receiving unit is configured to 
receive the operating information of the consumable unit (information related to using a 
specific set of paper, laminate material, etc., See Col. 17, Line 28-30). A selecting unit 
(embodied within the host computer, See Figure 8, Element 280) then chooses the 
appropriate software based on the production lot information and the operation 
information received (processing information is distributed based on the identifier 
information, See Col. 18, Line 2-5). The controller unit then distributes the appropriate 
image formation control software to the external apparatus (See Col. 18, Line 33-39). 

Regarding claim 43, Spurr ('356) discloses the production lot information 
indicates production condition for the consumable unit (information related to using a 
specific set of the consumable unit, See Col. 17, Line 28-30, so that software can be 
used to modify the process variables used within the printer, See Col. 18, Line 35-39). 
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Regarding claim 44, Spurr ('356) disclose the external apparatus is a computer 
connected with the image forming apparatus (networked server, See Figure 8, Element 
260; Col. 18, Line 35-39). 

Regarding claims 50-54, the rationale provided in the rejection of claims 40-44 is 
incorporated herein. In addition, the system of claims 40-44 corresponds to the method 
of claims 50-54 and performs the steps disclosed herein. 

Regarding claims 60, lizuka ('385) discloses a computer-executable program that 
is stored on a computer-readable medium for a computer to execute the information 
processing method (Col. 17, Line 64-Col. 18, Line 2). 

Response to Arguments 

The applicant argues that the prior art does not disclose receiving production lot 
information of a consumable unit and distributing control software based on the 
production lot information. Thus, the prior art of Spurr is used to meet the limitations of 
the amended claims. Spurr discloses receiving production lot information of a 
consumable unit, such as paper, laminate material, etc. (See Col. 17, Line 28-30), and 
distributing processing information based on the production lot information (See Figure 
8; Col. 18, Line 2-5). Even though Spurr does not fully disclose distributing control 
software to the external apparatus, it would have been obvious to do so since the 
information sent to the host computer relates to using a specific consumable unit, such 
as paper, laminate material, etc (See Col. 17, Line 28-33). The image processing 
information sent from the host computer is then acquired by the networked server, 
stored as a file within it, and eventually transferred to the control logic processor of the 
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printer to modify the processing variables used in operation of the printer (See Col. 18, 
Line 33-39). Therefore, it would have been obvious that the image processing 
information is control software so that the printer is able to process print jobs for each 
consumable unit properly. As a result, the prior art of Spurr is able to meet the 
limitations of the amended claims, and based on these facts, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutoryperiod for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent M. Rudolph whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8243. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 A.M. - 
4:30 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Vincent M. Rudolph 

Examiner 
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